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SUBJECT: GNZ- ASEAN MEETING 

1. SUMMARY: GNZ OFFICIALS, HEADED BY MFA DEPUTY SECRETARY 
NORRISH, HELD TWO DAYS OF TALKS WITH SECRETARIES GENERAL OF ASEAN 
IN SINGAPORE, FEBRUARY 27-28. ACCORDING TO PEREN, NEW ZEALAND 
HIGH COMMISSIONER, GNZ OBJECTIVE IS TO DEVELOP A "FRIENDLY RELA- 
TIONSHIP" 

WITH ASEAN AND BEGIN A DIALOGUE ON REGIONAL (ASEAN) PROBLEM. 

THEY DID NOT PROPOSE ANY TYPE OF FORMAL ASSOCIATION. GNZ OFFERED 
TO CONTRIBUTE MODEST AMOUNTS OF TECHNICAL AID IN SEVERAL SPECIFIC 
FIELDS AS A STIMULUS TO REGIONAL COOPERATION. END SUMMARY. 

2. DURING FEBRUARY 27-28 MEETING WITH ASEAN SECRETARIES GENERAL, 

GNZ OFFERED TO ASSIST FIVE ASEAN COUNTRIES IN SOME 7 OR 8 

SPECIFIC AREAS. THOSE FIELDS MENTIONED BY PARTICIPANTS INCLUDE FORES- 
TY, COMMUNICATIONS, TRANSPORTATION, ANIMAL HUSBANDRY AND SEED 
CULTIVATION. NZ DELEGATES IN APPARENTLY LOW-KEY APPROACH SIMPLY 
OUTLINED WHAT THEY THOUGHT NZ MIGHT CONTRIBUTE TO REGIONAL DEVELOP 
UNCLASSIFIED 
UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 SINGAP 00845 031153Z 

MENT THROUGH PROVISION OF TECHNICAL AID, AND ASKED ASEAN MEMBERS 
CONSIDER SUGGESTIONS AND PROVIDE UNIFIED RESPONSE. MAIN PRINCIPLE, 
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ACCORDING TO NZ DELEGATE, IS THAT EACH PROJECT MUST BE REGIONAL 
NOT BILATERAL IN CHARACTER. THEIR HOPE IS TO FIND FIVE AREAS OF 
COOPERATION, SO THAT ONE PROJECT COULD BE LOCATED IN EACH OF FIVE 
COUNTRIES. 

3. AFTER ASEAN HAS HAD TIME TO CONSIDER PROPOSAL, SECOND MEETING 
WILL BE HELD IN APRIL OR MAY IN WELLINGTON HOPEFULLY TO AGREE 
ON SPECIFICS. 

4. FROM ALL WE HAVE HEARD TO DATE, MEETING WENT VERY WELL. NZ A- 
CHIEVED ITS OBJECTIVE OF BEGINNING AN INFORMAL RELATIONSHIP WITH 
ASEAN AND ASEAN REPS SEEMED PLEASED WITH NEW ZEALAND'S LOW-KEY 
AND POSITIVE APPROACH. 
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